
The A-Z of East London’s Women Inventors
The world of invention and enterprise has been male-dominated throughout 
history and the lives and creations of female inventors have frequently been 
overlooked. Women like Phyllis Pearsall, who inspired the title of this project, 
have consistently had their contributions swept under the rug and hidden in the 
background. 

This exhibition uncovers the stories of four extraordinary women from East 
London who were behind four innovations that changed the way we eat, dress, 
love and find our way home forever.

An Eastside Community Heritage Exhibition. Visit: www.hidden-histories.org

Women were often influential figures in companies and 
in enterprise, but their names were rarely mentioned.

“There is still an awful lot of debate as to how much 
was contributed by her father, who is actually here: 
‘Published under the direction of Alexander Gross’. 
Her name is not on it! His name remained on the 
A-Z until his death in 1956 I think it was, at which 
point she rather stepped out of the shadows.” 
–Phillip Curtis, director at The Map House

“Where men are being successful you’ll find that 
there are women there who are crucial to their 
success: they’re doing it, they’re getting on with 
it and they’re making it happen… I don’t think it’s 
that women weren’t  making, writing, creating  
businesses, running dynasties... I  think  they  were, 
it’s just the story isn’t told about them.”
–Diane Samuels, playwright of The A-Z of Mrs P

Overshadowed by men

“If you go back in history, a lot of inventions were 
attributed to the man because the woman was the 
man’s property, and if she invented something it 
got patented in the man’s name. So I think there 
were women inventors but we just don’t know 
about them.” –Mandy Haberman, inventor

Not seen and not heard

“Men are bullish about putting themselves out there, 
they have a ‘I am the great I am’! They are the brand... 
A woman is much more reticent to expose herself 
and put herself out there in that way. It’s changing 
now, it’s different now. But children were brought 
up to be seen and not heard, and wives not seen 
and not heard!”  –Mandy Haberman, inventor
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All four women have had books published about them and their work. 
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