
Generational Changes
Looking back over a hundred years shows how daily routines and working lives have changed 
from generation to generation.  Women have looked backwards at their own mother’s experiences, 
or looked onwards to the changing lives of their daughters and granddaughters. These changing 
perspectives mark how a woman’s working life; daily routine and role are continuously shifting. 

‘My Mum worked because she had to.’ (Sharon Jordan)

My mother’s generation

‘My mum used to hand wash and iron everything…Then of course she 
got her first washing machine – which was the Dolly Machine… She 
thought that was wonderful.’ (Violet Wilson)  

Changes in the community 

Not only did the experiences change between women’s live generationally, 
but community ideals have also shifted over the last 100 years.

Me and my kids 

‘I am still old fashioned in thinking that I have to do things in the 
home, that’s me personally. It’s been sort of embedded in me that a lot 
of stuff is still my responsibility.  Whereas for my daughter, housework 
doesn’t even come into the agenda really.’ (Lorraine Ridley) 

‘My father’s Father was killed in the First World War – so he was the 
baby of the six children. He never knew his Father at all – so he was 
thoroughly spoilt by his sisters and his mum, they just ruined him. So 
when he married he expected my mum to be the same. My mum had 
had an awful upbringing, completely different from my dad – so she did 
do an awful lot in the home. But she taught us to do a lot.’ (Joy Harris)

‘I don’t think I could have done what my mum did and worked, I     
really don’t think I could have done that. I think it was pretty tough for 
her…However, there are certain things that my mum would do that I 
still do. Like, every week my mum would clean the window sills, so I still 
clean my window sills.’ (Lorraine Ridley)

‘That was one of the nicer things – the roads were safer. You know 
the kids could go out and play in the street… If a car came 
along you’d be so indignant – How dare you disturb our game?
But kids can’t do that anymore there are so many cars around.’ 
(Marion Hockley) 

‘You didn’t have supermarkets in those days, just small shops – 
which was much better because you got to know the people, and 
talk to them.’ 

‘In them days you had nothing and you shared it. Nowadays people 
have got it and they resent people, you know they don’t wanna 
help people out now.’ (Sharon Jordan)

‘If there was some sort of major disaster or we lost all of the electricity 
– I don’t know how the kids today would cope with that. No computers, 
no phones… It is just a different world I think.’ (Sharon Jordan) 
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