
The East End of London has been a hub of activism throughout history. It is traditionally a working class area 
that has provided hundreds of thousands of people with employment opportunities through its industries 
including the docks, factories and traditional trades such as textiles and market trading. This plethora of jobs 
has attracted many communities to the area, making it a diverse place to live and work.

In the past, workers in the East End were not well paid, but women and Black, Asian and Chinese workers 
tended to have suffered the most with low pay and poor working conditions. The match girls strike at the 
Bryant and May factory is one of the most famous strikes in the East End led by and formed of women.

Although there have been improvements since then, there is still more to do. Women continue to campaign 
for their working rights.
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“Canary Wharf and the hospitals, those workers 
were directly affected and it took at least two years 
to win the first victory it was not easy to win, it was 
a far-out idea nobody wanted to win, uh, to agree 
to it so a lot of people did lots of kind of lobbying, 
campaigning, standing outside with placards, there 
was a demonstration, um, there was strikes at the 
East London hospitals”
(Professor Jane Wills, Living Wage campaign)

“…this museum was s’pose to be 
there to celebrate suffragettes, 
match girls, the Bangladeshi
women that physically fought off 
skin heads in the nineteen
seventies in Brick Lane who stood 
there and went no it’s not
happening”
(Dr Lisa Mckenzie, Close the
Ripper Museum campaign)

“…we had lots of demos we had lots of press we 
had lots of meetings and processions and lobby-
ings and all sorts… we created this six foot tall let-
ter like on this sheet of hardboard it was like the 
size of the door where we got all these people to 
sort of sign it and then we tried to take it along to 
the governors meeting…but anyway this huge sort 
of burly blokes kind of came and stopped us at the 
entrance and said you can’t come in and there is 
no leafleting allowed on campus…And then the fi-
nal thing that happened was the occupation where 
a number of women barricaded themselves in for a 
few days”
(Wendy Davis, Save the Women’s Library campaign 
and Rooms of Our Own)
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