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WOMEN’S FOOTBALL AND THE HOME FRONT

“To say that the lady footballers have made 
themselves the object of good humor and 

contemptuous ridicule is to say that it is the 
best their performance permits”
– Hornsey Journal March 1895

Women’s football has had a long and difficult history. 
Since the 1990s, women’s football has seen a 
gradual increase in interest across the UK and London. 
From the professional game through to grass-roots, 
women across Great Britain are participating more in 
Britain’s favourite sport and London is at the forefront 
of this movement. This exhibition explores the history of 
Women’s football and its East End roots. 

The first recorded Women’s football game in the UK 
was by the Scottish Football Association in 1892 in 
Glasgow. It was to be three years later that the first 
public game was to be played in Crouch End by the 
British Ladies’ Football Club. The BLFC had its roots 
in political activism and the suffrage movement with 
early feminist Lady Florence Dixie acting as the 
President. Under the pseudonym of Nettie Honeyball, 
the team’s captain, the BLFC played the first public 
association football game in the history and received 
mixed reviews.

The East London Story

“If we were to take a similar number of 
young men, at random, who knew nothing 
about the game and give them a few days 
practice before asking them to perform in 
public, could we expect any more science 
than we saw? I cannot believe that they 

would show greater knowledge of the game.”
– Daily Sketch, April 1895 The match between the North and South in Crouch 

End attracted a crowd of 20,000 people coming to 
witness women playing in their knickerbockers. The 

large crowds would set the precedent for the 
popularity of the Women’s game would come to 

have over the next twenty years. 

This volunteer-led project has been conducted to 
exhibit the contributions of the Women of East 

London on the First World War. Run by 
Eastside Community Heritage and Leyton Orient 
Trust, this project has uncovered the fascinating 

history of Women’s football in the East End during 
the First World War. This project has been 

generously funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
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