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WOMEN’S FOOTBALL NOW

Since 1970s the women’s game has grown from strength 
to strength in spite of poor funding. Women from the East 
and South East of London were pioneers in reforming the 
women’s game. Hope Powell, Yvonne Baldeo and Debbie 
Brampton were all early champions of the Women’s game 
in the 1980s. Upon the lift of the ban on affiliated pitches 
in 1971, the women’s game shifted from amateur factory 
games to a professional sport.

“[In America] girls were playing from the 
age of five and my team mates were you 

know, well established in the game. For me 
it was a second chance you know! In 

England, they didn’t let girls play, it felt like 
I’d arrived.”
 – Maxine

The Women’s Football Association (WFA) was formed 
in 1969 and promoted women’s participation in the 

sport. Women working behind the scenes like 
Linda Whitehead, the first paid employee of the WFA, 

became instrumental to the success of the 
women’s game. The WFA worked tirelessly to improve 

the standards of the women’s football. They created 
new leagues and international tournaments for women 

to play at professional level. The WFA was 
incorporated into the FA in 1983 as an affiliate 

member, much like the County Football Association. 
The WFA was eventually fully incorporated into the FA 

and was disbanded in 1993. 

In 2011, the first Panini sticker book was released for 
the Women’s World Cup.  British Women’s football 

has grown in popularity since the success of the 
national teams at international tournaments. From the 
humble roots of the women’s game to an international 

sport, the Women of East London have made a 
significant contribution to the game and improving the 

public perception of it.  
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“When I moved to East London a friend was 
keen to play. She took me along to the Orient 

and she left after one session and I stayed 
there for five or six years. I played on the 

Sunday team and the Centre of Excellence.”
 – Connie
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England Women’s Team for the 2015 Canadian World Cup, from the 
second Panini Sticker Book produced for a Women’s Tournament. 

In the early-2000s, the Leyton Orient Girls Centre 
of Excellence was set up by Lois Fidler. The centre 
sought to develop girls into professional players and 
supported the development of many young female 
players including Danielle Carter. Whilst the centre 
closed in 2010, it provided a means to develop many 
young girls in their football career. In 2015, 
Leyton Orient continued their commitment to 
promoting Women’s football with the introduction of 
Leyton Orient WFC. Many of these players came from 
the girls academy, including Connie:
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